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ate all my faculties, ſhe no ſooner darted our a ſhort 
* Ejaculation to her Maker, but what was caſually dif- 
courſed of laſt night, was preſented to my thoughts: I 
conſidered how uncouth and ſtrang that very methode 
of ſearching aſter the truths of Religion ſeem'd tg you, 
which co me hath been che Pool Star ro dire my trem- 
bling mind,and from which no other Arguments(I could 
yet meet with) could ever entice my Reaſon to make 
' any variation: which made me again refle&, that God 
is a5much to be admired for the various genius of men, 
as for their different Phy fiognomy : that there may be 
Garments of divers faſhions cut out of one. peice of 
Kuff: the ſame faith may be held upon different Rati- 
otinations : But ſince, $7, by this- method I reaped ſo 
eat ſatisfation my (elf, 1 could not chooſe (our of a 


ence-of your zealous eaquiery after the ſame truths, 
A 2 and 


(2 ) | 

and your ſeeming Conceſſions to them) but to offer 
theſe, whereby. wy-meaning may be. more iatelligible, 
Difeoutfings being often liable to miſapprehenſions: My 
Relative Reſpect due to you hath been a further en- 
forcement to acquaint you, with what hath proved ſo 
fatisfacory.to me, though not ſo methodically, as (per- 
haps) Tmighthave done; if 1 had took more time , or 
ſo ſtrongly, as if 1 had had the conveniency of thoſe 
helps, I have ſometimes had: However, upon the 
aforeſaid Conſiderations, I preſent you with the fol- 
lowing Severalls. 

-,,(a) Lat firſt conſidered with my (elf, that all Supey- 
ftruttures muſt needs be ſandy and weak, whoſe foun- 
dation is not ſurely layed : And he that deſires to be 
ſatisfied in Religzon, ought to begin with ſearching 
out, and eſtabliſhing the grounds on which Religion is 
builr, 

.. (2) There are two things from whence the Zxiſtence 
of Religion is to be concluded, viz. Revelation and 
Reaſon ;, by Reaſon I underitand a natural inbread Prin- 
ciple of Truth wrought upon the Soul by Revelation, 
the Mind or Will of God comming immediately from 
_— or from thoſe who were divinely inſpired by 

1M, 

(3.) The Being of a God is to be preſuppoſed to Faith 
in Revelation : Revelation (uppoſes the being of a God, 
but cannot prove it: For we can have no ſecurity, that 
the Revelation is. true, till we are afſured it 1s from 
God, 

(4.) The Fundamental.Proof of the Being of a God, 
iS Right Reaſon : the Apoſtle acknowledgeth the Zxiſt- 
ence of God to be proved by thoſe inbred ger 

| | which 
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which God hath zaturally planted in the Soules of a// 
mankind, the Heathen not excepted, Rom. 1. 19. what 
matter the Beauty, Order and uſefulneſs of the Crea- 
tures do afford us,for Religious acknowiedgment,is natu- 
rally rational : And whatſoever Revelation yeilds us for 
the ſame,is as truly rational as thar:for when we are once 
convinc'd of the Divine Authority of the Revelation, 
meer Reaſon will force us to its aſſent, Why God is 


to be believed, when he hath Revealed any thing, is not 


a Task for a Rational Creature, however for any that 
owne Chriſtiaaity. 

(5+) Sothatthe f-ſ# and main thing, that my inqut- 
fitive Mind ſought to be ſatisfied in, was to affure 
my [elf of the Divine Authority: of 8. Scripture, which 
was Divine Revelation; what it was, Chyift hach taught : 

(6.) Though Scripture be Sufficient for its end, yet 
Reaſon muſt be preſuppoſed to it : As 1 take Reaſon 
(which is nothing elſe but another-part: of Gods word) 
to be che {wares of Religion; ſo I take Tradition 
(which is the Univerſal Conlent of rhofe Ages imme- 
diately ſucceeding the Apoſtles, before the Emperours 
turn'd Chriſtian) to be hugely ſerviceable, if nor ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to. inform and refify my Reaſon, 
as being the only means to convince my Reaſon of the 
Divine Authority. of that Book we call the Bible : and T 
did not think my ſelf bound to believe what is there 
declared, till I had Reaſon to think that God was the 
Revealer, otherwiſe it had not been Faith, but vain 
Credulity, 

(7.) Therefore applying my ſelf co the Teft of Tya- 
aition,”T became thereby convinc'd and perſwaded, 
that che Books which we call the Bible, were the 
A 3 only- 


(4) 
«only-traly-divine Revelation, as they are numbered in 
the-6th. Article of Religion, (et forth by the Church of 
Engdend' 562, So that by the care of thoſe that lived 
at the Fountain-head of Chriſtianity (God by his Pro- 
vidence ſo diſpoſing and preſerving it through all ſyc- 
.ceeding Ages) I came to know the Word of God: nox 
'knowing of any other way left to yeild me the like 
ſatisfaction. 

(8,) Now being to be fully perſwaded of che Divine 
Authority of the Bible, my next undertaking was to ſa- 
itisfie my ſelf how IT ſhould come to underſtand 
'the Right Senſe, or be aſſured of the true meaning of the 

Text, That they are the Words of God, my Reaſon af- 
ſents z and that which I was next to enquire after, was, 
bow to. be affured of their true meanme. 

(9+) And firſtI concluded with my feife Negative- 
ly, Thatthe Zezrer-alone was not aſufficient means to 
aſſure-me of che true Senſe of the Scripture. Since (not 
to infiſt, that if it ſhould be denied in whole or in part 
(as. moſt of the Books of the new Teſtament have been 
by ſome or other) the Letter could not evidence it ſelf) 
the experience of ſo many erring thouſands is a lamen- 
cable, but a convincing Proof of ir, As to inſtance, ler 
any uaprejudiced Perton fer himſelf impartially to ex- 
amine ſeverally and by themſelves, the Interpretations 
and Gloſles, the Independents, Precbyterlans, Papiſts, 
Socinians, &c, do ſeverally give upon the Letter of the 
Text, And they ſhall every one fairly ſeem to givealikely 
Sence an({werable to their ſeveral Hyphothſes of their Reli- 
gioxs & perhaps,for ought as ſome (though unintereſſed) 
can colle& from the Zetter, only one poflibly appears as 
probable as the other; And the Reaſon why each particultr 


Per- 


(5) 
Perſwaſion ſo dearly eſpouſes its own Tnterprerations,. 
ſeems ro be the primary.Tin&are, which (at-firſt being | 
imbibed for want. of a more Rationel Foundation) 1s 
uncontroulably. rerain'd for ever after, containing a pre- 


judice againt all other Sexſes whatſoever: And it can- 


not. be denied, but every one of theſe are really per-- 
ſwaded of the truth of their own meaning,. fince- they- 
profe(s to reverence Gods-Word as much as any: read it 
frequently, ſtudy. it diligently, quote ir: conſtantly, 
and zealcuſly. defend the (enſe which they conceive of - 
it, ſo farz that many are even ready to die for it, not- 
withſtanding they all contradict. one another, .and that: 


#- in Fundamental Points; 


(10.) Conſidering with my-.ſelf che endleſs Z£nthuſi-- 
aſms, and Popiſh Phanattiſmes which are ſo farioully. 
imicated by ſome amongſt us, I was on the other fide - 
fully convinc'd, that the light of the Private Spirit alone ; 
was 00 infallible Direfor 1n this caſe neither, ſince we-: 
ſee by too too ſad experience multitudes of thoſe-to dif-- 
ſer one from another (as before) in eſſential points of. 
Religion, as in the Trinity and Godhead of Chriſt, &c.” 
and yer every one affirming, that they are inſpired by- 
that. unerring Light, which leads them into all truth :-: 
and their Interpretations are all of them from.the evi-- 
dence, and Demonſtr ation of the Spirit, Now the cauſe: 
of all this ſeemed to me ro be nothing 'elfe bur their fu-- 
nions Rejecting. of Reaſox, with the only means (in+ 
this caſe ) to ReRify.it, . viz, Tradition, and 'their. 
accepting inſteed thereof an.-inward Lo Auer = 
(which is-aochiag elſe but a ſence or perſwaſion wrought« 
gagually upon them 'by. the ſtrengths of their \(everat : 
Eddeations) ro be 2 ſufficient perſivafion to aſſure _ 


| (6) 
of the Divine Authority of 8. Scripture, and of its ſenſe 
r00: which'is extreamly groundleſs and irrational, and 
the Mahumetaens have as much to ſay for their Alcoran 
and Religion, as this comes to. 

(11.) Neither the Letter of Feremias his Propheſy, 
nor that Poition of the Spirit which Daniel had beſtow- 
ed upon him was ſufficient to make him underſtand the 
Number of the years there mentioned , but we find 
there was ſomthing elſe neceſſary, Dan. 9. 2. So that 
neither the Zerfer, nor the Light of the private Spirit a- 
lone:being able to aſſure me of the true ſenſe of 8. 
Seriptures, there needs but common Reaſon to diſcern 
that the ſame Rule (which I had for the Authority or 
Canon of the Word of God it ſelfe, if it be ſincerely 
followedaccording to Right- Reaſon) was the only ſuf: 
ficient means to aſſure me of its true meaning and ſenſe. 
It appear'd to me greatly rational to receive the ſexſe 
(as well as the Words) of 8. Scriptures from thoſe, that 
were either contemporary with, or immediately ſuccee- 
ded, the Apoſtles: And in all controverſial points, 
this Rule hath proved to me the only ſatisfaory refuge 
I could ever yet meet with: Iris the only means to con» 
vince myJudgment what Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught 
and practiſed, what was the Doctrine and Diſcipline of 
the Apoſtolick and Primitive Church, 

(12.) This Rule of Faith (if T may fo call the means 
to know the true ſenſe of 8. Scripture) will certainly 
convey down the true Faith unchang'd to all after A- 
ges: By which Towchſtone is to be tried, which is the 
rue Church: ' For a Charch is a Congregation of the 
Faithful; and the' Faithful are' thoſe which have the 
rue Faith, If the' true Faith cannoy be had _ 
cnils 


(7) 
chis'Rule, then they only that have this Rul? arethie true 


\Chur ch. | 


(13) Having found the Rule of "Faith, ' thete-re- 
main'd to find out which body of fiten in the World do 
follow this Ree - For thoſe and only thoſe( I concei- 


veg) could be afſured of the true meaning and ſenſe of 


$, Scripture, could only have the true Faith, could 
only be the #r#e Charch: My Zeal was on fier till I 
was ſatisfied that: I was a member of that Catholick 


Church: whereas all the reſt of men in the World 


(fiace they have bur fallible grounds of their Faith) 


;cannot have true Faith, but opinion only. 


(14-).1 had a ſtrong preſumption, and indeed' a firm 
aſſurance, that the Church of England doth hold her 
Dotrine and Diſcipline by this infallible Tensre, ſince 
She alone owns this Rule, and demonſtratively proves, 
that ſhe doth now ſtick by ir z For I ſatisfied my elf, . 
thather Dodrine and Diſcipline(which ſhe hath notbeen 
aſhamed to confeſs,bur to evidence to the open veiw of 
the World in her Articles and Canons) is ſquared ac- 
cording to the Teſtimony of the Primitive Age, and un- 
muidied Fountain of Chriſtianity, and therefore I con- 
claded her to be the. zyve Church, andforo be poſſeſt 
both of the true Lertey and ſence of $.' Scripture, 'And. 
if any-particular Text be ambiguous, and perhaps not 
cleared by any Primitive Writter, She is in a capacity by 
the word written in her*heart,viz. Right Reaſon,to aſh INC 
a ſenſe agreeable co the Rule-of Faith, being afiſted 
by that infallible Guide which leads-into all Trarh. 

(15.) Oh! how highly rational did it appear to me - 
to bring the ſence of 8, Seripture (where it ſeems da- 
kions) to the. Apoſtolick Primitive ſenſe-and 'Pratfice = 

17 B ther . 


(8) 
ther then tq, make it fadg-to.any preconceived Notion 


- 


whatſoever. By which very conſideration, how: eaſily 
mig feaxiul ſir about :Controver fiall Points be a- 
voyded, & how ely ſhort might the large Debates 
about the. weaning of particular - Texts become, and 
in what peace, quiet and Satisfation might they end ? 
Whar if the. Letter of 8. Scripture inthe opinion of ſome 
_ doth ſeem as much to fayour. ſome other Dodrize or 
a oy as that of the Church of England: yet fince 
it doth as f airely ſpeak (if not more manifelt|y,as is un- 
anſwerably proved byFudicions Hooker in his Eccleſiaiti- 
call Policy) ih that,as for any otherdmong the many that 
are contended for : Methinks upon this very-conſidera- 
tion, ſhe might be allaw'd co ſtand (if not upon highet) 
yet upon as even termes, as any of the other : But when 
I ſee the Church of Exgland to write ſo neerly after the 
Original Coppy, to teach and practice the ſame things, 
which thoſe firſt and »wnmwdadied times did, this, this 
very conſideration clearly turns the Scale, and ſoalters 
the caſe, that ſhe (if but permitted to be weighed inthe 
ballance of common Reaſon) would prove too pondrous 
for any Rival: there was never yet any pretended 
Church, that ever came in competition with #1 but was 
found too light. 

(16,) By the help of theſe Conſiderations, I be- 
came clearh ſenſible,thac the eye of the underſtand- 
ing of thoſe, that urge, that nothing ought to be 
eftabliſhed in the Church of God more then what is 
poſitivelyor interminis commanded in the $, Scriptures, 
djd Iook through a fallacievs Froſpettjve, Belides,the 
Fewiſh Church (the Particulars of whoſe Worſhip 
were {0 exactly particularized in their Revelation, 
19013 thar 
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(9) 
that with far greater reaſon, they might have pres. 
readed/fuch an aſſertion) did not think ie ſelf bound 
up in ſuch ſtri& limirs, as not to have pour to re- 
cede from the Letter of their Law, and rherefore (as 
occaſion offered) did ordain and practice many things 
which their Zaw did not enjoyn, yet had the oper 
approbation of God himſelf : As for inſtance{(2) their 
Building of Tabernacles, (2) their hours of Prayer; (3) 
their ſetions of the Law and rhe Prophets, (4) their 
keeping the Paſsover, 14 dayes by Hezechias, when as 
the Law enj oyned but 7 dayes,(5) their feaſt of Parims 
by Eſther, (6) their Feaſt! of Dedication by the Mac- 
Ccabees, (97) their ay of 4, 5, and 10 months under 
the Captivity. (8) their uſe of b,priſsng Proſelices,(9) 
their Waſhing of feet before the Paſsover, imitated by 
our Saviour,8&c. Theſe things conſidered , T knew not 
why the Chriſtian Chorcs ſhould be deprived of the 
like Priviledge : Beſides, there being many things, 
for which though there are no indiſputably expreſs 
rexts, yet finding them allowed, enjoyned, and prac- 
tiſed by the Apoſtles, or their Immediate — I 
thoughr my ſelf obliged to receive them, not know- 
ing but they mighs have, nay ratenaly concluding 
that they muſt have , Divine Authority : Such as, the 
Change of the Sabboth from Saturday to Sunday : the 
Baptijing of Infants: the uſe of Godfathers and Godmo- 
thers, as Stipulatores : Confirmation Publick Lythurges 
(as the Greek Lythurgie compoſed by St. Paul, the In- 
dan by St. Thamas : the Ethiopian by S. Mark: the 
Muſcovian by St, Andrew, &c.) the «ago Anni- 
verſary of Chriits Nativity, and of other Fea#ts and 
Faits,the Hierarchichall Policy of Church Government, 
and the like, B 2 (17.) As 
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"AndTuch perſons are in ix dangerous; condition : Strangers ty 
Chriftianity) (Turks and Infigells may ſooner be perſwaded 
to.give a Bull of. Diverſe to their whering after ſtrang Inven- 
- tious,. and be ſooner gayn'd to make uſe of their Reaſons ( the * 
Wo. aly R  Orimiration between men and Bruites) then ſuch as © 


-Laftly,To conclude with the Refolotion of a Quere,which(t © 
may be; is here as neceſſary, asit) is likely to be made to the 
aforeſaid Method, viz: If Keaſor be the Foundation of Religh- 
on, and Tradition be abſolutely neceſſary to retify it ; how 
ſhall zirerate perſons be ſatisfied, whoſe educations, and ſta- 
tions.in the World, do incapacitate them to be informed . 
fuch mgani?The Anſwer is this,there is no man,though never ſo # 
elliterate,if he will be rrne to himſelf,and lay aſide all manner of * 
prejudice of imbibed Principles, and Partzes,c5c. But will eaſily : 
confeſs the aforeſaid Hyporheſis in general to be conſentaneoug 

to his Reaſon; and though he is not in a capacity himſelf ts 
ſearch Traditen for the truth of things, yet he muſt acknow- 
ledg that the ontyway left for his ſatisfaction, is to have, res © 
courſe to that fort of People in the world (and to only chem) 
that hold rhar Method : And (as I have before hinted) the 
Church of England are they,and only they,that build upon this 3 
Rational foundation, So that, that Faith 15 to be received from : 
thence, which, being hatched by Gods H. Sprrit in mens hearty, * 
brought forth by Xeading, . cheriſhed by hearing of the Word, | 
ſealed by Bapri/m, and Nrongly confirmed by- their partaking. 
of the. Sacraments, will prove the only Saving Faith. | 


FINIS. 


